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new and terrible application. It seems reasonable
to suppose that such a visitation can only be possible
in the distant future, and not unreasonable to hope
that it may never occur. Should it, however, take
place, the ultimate effect would probably be to drain
China of population and wealth, which die out
gradually wherever the Crescent floats in triumph.
The military aggrandisement of the Empire, which
would provoke general resistance, is, in fact, less
to be dreaded than its industrial growth, which
other nations will be, to some extent, interested in
maintaining. Still, even a ten years' conflict against
forces far greater than Tamerlane's, and inspired
with as ferocious a spirit, would be something so
horrible that we may well pray for it to be never
anything more than an evil dream.